Spatial learning deficits in adult children of alcoholic parents.
This study investigated whether the visuospatial deficits displayed by chronic alcoholics are present in persons at risk for alcoholism. Participants were 34 matched social drinkers, half of whom were children of alcoholic parents and half of whom had no family alcoholism history. Ss with a family history of alcoholism displayed visuospatial learning that was significantly poorer than that displayed by Ss with no family alcoholism history. The learning patterns displayed by those with a family alcoholism history were similar to those displayed by previously studied detoxified alcoholics and young children of alcoholics using a similar learning task. Data suggest that visuospatial learning deficits may reflect an antecedent to rather than a consequence of chronic alcohol abuse.